
Downtown Bolivar Mural Project 

Artist Bid Requirements & Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 

Project Overview 

The City of Bolivar and Bolivar Main Street are seeking qualified mural artists or artist teams for 

an upcoming public mural project located in Downtown Bolivar, Tennessee. 

This project is intended to create a high-quality, visually impactful public artwork that reflects the 

culture, history, identity, and future vision of Downtown Bolivar. The selected artist will play an 

active and collaborative role throughout the entire process — from site selection and concept 

development to community engagement, final design, and installation. 

The selected artist will work closely with a small local mural committee made up of community 

stakeholders, downtown representatives, business owners, and project organizers. 

The City desires a mural that is professionally designed, durable, community-centered, and 

capable of becoming a recognizable destination piece for residents and visitors alike. 

Project Goals 

The mural project should: 

● Enhance the visual appeal of Downtown Bolivar 

● Encourage tourism and downtown foot traffic 

● Celebrate local culture, history, and community identity 

● Create a landmark-quality public art installation 

● Provide opportunities for community collaboration and engagement 

● Be visually compelling both in-person and through photography/social media 

Scope of Services 

The selected artist/team will be expected to provide services that may include: 

1. Consultation & Visioning 

● Attend planning meetings (virtual and/or in-person) 

● Participate in downtown site visits 

● Assist in evaluating and recommending mural locations 



● Collaborate with the mural committee on themes, storytelling, and artistic direction 

● Provide professional guidance regarding mural visibility, wall suitability, lighting, 

durability, and long-term maintenance 

2. Concept Development 

● Develop preliminary design concepts 

● Present concept sketches and/or digital mockups 

● Incorporate community and committee feedback 

● Finalize approved mural design 

3. Mural Installation 

● Surface preparation recommendations 

● Painting and installation of mural 

● Coordination of lift/scaffolding needs 

● Protective coatings and finishing treatments 

● Site cleanup upon completion 

4. Community Engagement 

Preference may be given to artists willing to incorporate: 

● Community input sessions 

● Educational discussions or presentations 

● Volunteer/community painting opportunities (if appropriate) 

● Social media or public engagement during the mural process 

Artist Qualifications 

Applicants should demonstrate: 

● Experience designing and installing large-scale murals 

● Strong portfolio of completed public art projects 

● Experience collaborating with municipalities, nonprofits, or community organizations 

● Ability to manage timelines and project logistics 

● Understanding of exterior mural materials and preservation methods 

● Professional references from previous projects 

Preferred Artistic Direction 

While final themes will be developed collaboratively, the City is interested in artwork that may 

incorporate: 



● Community identity 

● Local heritage and storytelling 

● Southern culture 

● Music, agriculture, or outdoor recreation 

● Hope, growth, and revitalization 

● Visually iconic and photo-friendly elements 

The City encourages creative interpretation and innovative artistic vision. 

Submission Requirements 

Interested artists or teams should submit the following: 

Artist Information 

● Name 

● Business/Studio Name (if applicable) 

● Mailing Address 

● Phone Number 

● Email Address 

● Website and/or social media links 

Statement of Interest 

A brief written statement including: 

● Interest in the project 

● Artistic approach/philosophy 

● Experience with collaborative public art 

Portfolio 

Please include: 

● 5–10 examples of previous mural/public art projects 

● Project descriptions 

● Dimensions and locations 

● Budget ranges (if available) 

References 

Provide at least three professional references including: 

● Organization/Client Name 

● Contact Person 



● Phone Number 

● Email Address 

Proposed Fee Structure 

Artists must provide estimated pricing including: 

Consultation Fees 

Please outline: 

● Hourly consultation rate OR 

● Flat-rate consultation fee 

Mural Pricing 

Please include: 

● Estimated cost per square foot 

● Minimum project cost requirements 

● Design fees (if separate) 

● Travel/lodging expenses (if applicable) 

● Equipment/scaffolding/lift costs 

● Surface preparation costs 

● Protective coating/sealing costs 

Timeline Estimate 

Provide: 

● Estimated timeline for design development 

● Estimated timeline for mural completion 

● Approximate scheduling availability 

Budget 

The total project budget has not yet been finalized. Artists should provide scalable pricing 

options where possible. 

Site Information 

Final mural location(s) will be determined collaboratively between the selected artist and project 

committee. 

Potential surfaces may include: 



● Brick walls 

● Concrete surfaces 

● Exterior commercial buildings 

● High-visibility downtown corridors 

Selection Criteria 

Submissions may be evaluated based on: 

● Artistic quality and originality 

● Experience with similar public mural projects 

● Ability to collaborate with community stakeholders 

● Understanding of placemaking and destination art 

● Budget competitiveness 

● Professionalism and communication 

● Feasibility of proposed approach 

Rights & Ownership 

The City of Bolivar reserves the right to: 

● Reject any or all submissions 

● Request additional information or interviews 

● Modify the project scope or timeline 

● Negotiate pricing and deliverables 

Final mural design approval will rest with the project committee and sponsoring organizations. 

The selected artist will retain copyright to original artwork unless otherwise negotiated; however, 

the City and partnering organizations shall retain the right to photograph and reproduce images 

of the mural for promotional and marketing purposes. 

Sealed Submission Instructions 

Please submit all materials by August 3, 2026 to  

 City of Bolivar 
 ℅ Dylan Hill 
 211 N Washington Street 
 Bolivar, TN 38008 

Mark Envelope: Downtown Bolivar Mural RFQ Submission 
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